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Meditation – Sunday July 23, 2017 

Church of the Redeemer UCC 

Tony and Kristen Forman 

Tony: 

Will you pray with me? 

 

May the words of our mouths and the meditations of all our hearts be acceptable in your sight, 

O God. 

 

The scripture readings for today have created a minor crisis in our house this past week, as we 

have read and prayed, studied and prayed, worried and prayed, and just prayed and discussed 

how we could best serve our time together today. One thing that is clear to us, we need a 

minister! This is hard work! I have been reminded why I did not become a religion major, but 

more on that later. 

 

Paul writes to the Romans about being Children of God, being adopted by God, and being joint 

heirs with Christ. He also writes about the suffering that we and all creation must endure as we 

wait for the redemption and glory we will one day inherit.  

 

As Kristen alluded to before the readings, this passage is brimming with references that seemed 

intended for us, as late-mid-life people dealing with the mounting frailties of our parents and the 

promise of the birth of the next generation.  And, in the midst of it all, thinking about the 

legacies we have inherited and those we might leave behind for our children and grandchildren.  

 

Likewise, here at Redeemer, we are at something of a crossroads, looking back at where we 

have come from, and ahead to the future of this community of faith. This beautiful baptismal 

font--a gift from the children of this church many generations ago--reminds us of what we have 

inherited from our ancestors in faith, and of the adoption by God we each received at our 

baptism.  
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Kristen: 

Each of us here has a different history or legacy of faith experiences and traditions. Some of us 

have deep roots in one denomination or even a single church. There may be some among us 

who were baptized at this very font. Others have ventured far away from their earliest religious 

experiences or denominational roots in search of a theological view or community that seems 

more truthful or authentic.  

 

Tony and I are probably an unusual couple in that we both have lifelong roots in the United 

Church of Christ. We thought we would share a glimpse of our inheritances--the churches that 

formed our faith and that brought us here to this one. It has been quite a journey that has given 

us the opportunity to experience a variety of faith communities, most of them affiliated with the 

UCC.  

 

I count myself fortunate to have grown up in a thriving UCC church in our suburban Ohio 

town, where my parents were deeply involved, and going to church on Sunday was part of our 

family routine. I still have vivid memories of particular Sunday School teachers, the songs we 

sang, the imposing sanctuary with its large stained glass window of Christ in the garden of 

Gethsemane, and the sense of belonging I felt there. You could have called me a “church nerd,” 

considering how much time I spent there between youth group and bell choir and youth and 

chancel choirs. Little did I know in those days, how important this legacy would be as I faced 

the inevitable challenges of growing up, questioned the simplistic faith of my childhood, and 

learned that the world was a much more complex, unjust, and troubled place than my sheltered 

upbringing made me believe.  

 

 

Tony: 

My faith has been rooted and nurtured in the United Church of Christ since I was first baptized 

in the Congregational Church of Needham, Massachusetts in the late 50’s. Yes, that’s 1950’s!  

 

During my teenage years, I was deeply involved in that church--through youth groups, coffee 

houses, and theater productions of “Our Town” and “JB” by Archibald MacLeish. Those 
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experiences had a lot to do with my choice of college, and eventually deciding to pursue 

theater as a career, not religion and ministry, although it was a runner up.  

 

During college, I experienced evangelical faith and was confused by it, and to some degree 

disillusioned by it. But, as fate would have it, the graduation speaker at my commencement (a 

year before Kristen’s) was none other than William Sloane Coffin Jr. Talk about an inspired and 

inspiring choice, and one that would prove important to both of us in the not-too-distant 

future.  

 

Fast forward to the mid-1980s, when we moved to New York and found a home at Riverside 

Church, where Coffin was the senior minister. His stirring Sunday morning sermons were a 

revelation that brought the gospel of progressive Christianity to life during our formative years 

as young adults. We became parents during this time, and Bill Coffin baptized our son, Erik, 

who seemed destined to become something of a rabble rouser and ardent activist. We often 

wonder if there is any connection?!  

 

Over the next fifteen years or so, my crazy theater career took us from the east coast, to 

Ohio, to the west coast and back to the Midwest. We landed in Madison, Wisconsin, a great 

small city with strong public schools, a liberal political climate, and, fortunately for us, a strong 

UCC church.  

 

Kristen: 

First Congregational Church in Madison was especially important to us as it provided a home 

for our children like the ones we grew up in, while also witnessing to a progressive Christian 

perspective that we first encountered at Riverside. Our Madison church was very much like 

Church of the Redeemer in terms of its commitment to social justice and its relational culture, 

and we will be forever grateful for the pastors and members who loved and nurtured our 

children, even planting the seed of a pastoral calling in one of them, our daughter Katrina who 

is here this morning. 
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When we arrived in New Haven almost ten years ago, we knew immediately that Redeemer 

was where we belonged. The wonderful music program that is so close to my heart aside, this 

church has a long legacy of living out its calling to be Christ’s witnesses in the world and to 

bring hope to the faint hearted. Redeemer offered us a welcoming community that embodies 

the liberal Christian perspective. 

 

Tony: 

Thank you for indulging us on that little tour of our faith journeys individually and as a couple. 

The readings today challenged us to consider our personal inheritances in the Christian faith, 

and our responsibility carry on that legacy for tomorrow’s children. Now we want to take a 

crack at interpreting Paul’s message for Redeemer as we look toward the future together.  

 

Paul might ask: How will Redeemer witness to future generations here in New Haven? How 

can we best live as ‘‘hopeful heirs” even as we face financial challenges and the reality that 

membership in Protestant churches across the country continues to decline.  

 

And, Paul might ask that we consider the question: How are we, here now, children of God? 

We would suggest that one way is by being adventurous and curious. How childlike we were to 

explore the notion of forming a “new church” with United! And how much we learned about 

ourselves in that long and difficult process. 

 

And, finally, and most importantly, how do we take this inherited baptismal font, as well as the 

inheritances each of us brings to this church from our own faith journeys, to together live into 

our future with hope? 

 

Our present situation may seem quite dire. After all, the process of exploring coming together 

with United created tension among us, and exposed deep feelings about the community we 

inherited and developed together in the recent years. Our beloved and esteemed pastor Shelly 

has moved on from us, and here we are with a chasm of opportunity before us.  

Verse 18 of Paul’s letter strikes us as relevant here, admittedly taken out of context: 
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“…consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 

about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 

children of God” 

There is glory about to be revealed to us, the glory of God’s love that binds us together on our 

continuing journey. The glory of how we live into our inheritance of that love, and the glory of 

our visions for those who come after us, that they will inherit a more just world.  

We are called to endure and venture forth toward a future unseen, but one we will create 

together through God’s grace.  

William Sloane Coffin speaks about hope in a contemporary context this way: 

“Hope is a state of mind independent of the state of the world. If your heart's full of hope, you 

can be persistent when you can't be optimistic. You can keep the faith despite the evidence, 

knowing that only in so doing has the evidence any chance of changing. So while I'm not 

optimistic, I'm always very hopeful.” 

May we all strive for such hopefulness in the days, weeks, and months ahead. Amen. 

 


